Can we take off the 2004 website ideas?  The only thing I’d like to leave up is June, 2004.  That’s where teachers can download my cheers.  What would you think of a special link at the top of the page where we have monthly activities.  You could call it “Dr. Jean’s Cheers and Celebrations.”

Home page caption:  “Hats off to 2007!”

For the home page this month, I’d like to use the “Tea Party” (the one with the little girls in hats) picture that came from a teacher in Alabama with this caption:

“Judith Slinker from Barbour County Primary in Clayton, Alabama, sent me this priceless picture!  Talk about the magic of childhood!”

There’s also a picture of some little boys with feather boas for mustaches.  I think I’ll save that for another month.

Happy New Year!

January, 2007!

Happy Everything!
Each month this coming year you will find holiday and seasonal activities and songs.   Children love to sing and they love to celebrate, so this is a great way to create happiness in your classroom.  Most of the songs go to familiar tunes, so they are easy to sing even if you don’t have the “Happy Everything” CD.  There are suggestions for movements for the songs, as well as ideas to extend the songs through art, writing, cooking, and games.  You will also find some books you can download so children can “read and sing along.”
Note!  Many of the songs are from my own childhood, while others were created by my daughter (Dr. Holly) to reflect a more diverse classroom.  Many relate to National Holidays, which are a part of most standards.  We tried to put a little something for everyone so that you can “pick and choose” the ones that are appropriate for your curriculum and your students.   

Hinderaker’s Hat Club

Hats off to 2007!  Shelley Hinderaker of Madison, WI, has a great “hat” idea to share with you.  Every Friday she and her students make hats.  These usually relate to a unit of study, season, book, etc.  When you see her adorable pictures, you’ll want to join her “hat club!”  She has also provided a resource list of books about hats.  You can email Shelley at shinderaker@gmail.com for more information.

Kelly’s Kindergarten (kellyskindergarten.com)
You won’t believe this awesome website!  Kelly is a kindergarten teacher and she has a wealth of games, ideas, and activities you can download FREE!  Kelly has created Power Point presentations to go with many of my songs.  Although you can’t download the music, you can download her incredible presentations.  What a fun, multi-sensory way to reinforce skills!

Ring in January!

Ring in the New Year

(We Wish You a Merry Christmas)

Let’s all do a little ringing,  (Shake hands as if ringing bells.)

Let’s all do a little ringing,

Let’s all do a little ringing

It’s a Happy New Year!

Let’s all do a little clapping…  (Clap hands.)

Let’s all do a little dancing…   (Dance around.)

Let’s all do a little smiling…    (Smile.)

When is your birthday?

When is your birthday?

When is your birthday?

Stand up and cheer.

(Say months of the year.)
January, February, March…(Children stand up on their birthday month.)

Let’s all be a little kinder…  (Pat friends on the back.)

For a Happy New Year!

Book Drawing - Purchase a roll of tickets at an office supply store or make your own.  Every time children read a book give them a ticket and ask them to write their name on it.  Collect tickets in a cup or sack.  At the end of each week, the teacher draws a name and that child “wins” a book.  (This could be a book the teacher has purchased or it could be a collaborative book the class has made.)

Foot Bookmark – Let children take off their shoes and trace around their feet.  Cut out and decorate with crayons or markers.  Encourage them to use their foot as a bookmark when they “step into a good book.”
Hint!  You could also let children do rubbings of the soles of their shoes and use these as bookmarks.
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow - Make a brochure by folding a piece of paper into thirds.   Label the sections “Yesterday”…”Today…”Tomorrow”  Children draw what they were like when they were little (babies or toddlers), what they look like now, and what they will be like when they are grown-up.

Lists - Children love to make lists, so ask them to make a list of all the people they’d like to invite to their birthday party.  They could also make lists of things they like to do outside, favorite books, friends, songs they like, what’s in their desk, etc.

Birthday Party - Purchase a birthday party package at a dollar store.  Put the party hats, favors, plates, etc. in the housekeeping area.  Add paper and pencils so children can write invitations to their pretend party.

I’m a Little Snowman
(I’m a Little Teapot)

I’m a little snowman 

(Bend knees.)

Short and fat.


(Extend arms in a circle.)

Here is my broom and

(Hold out right hand.)

Here is my hat.


(Touch head with left hand.)

When the sun comes out

(Slowly melt to the ground.)

I’ll melt away.

But I’ll be back another day!

I’m a snow lady,


(Bend knees.)

White and round.


(Extend arms in a circle.)

In my hat and apron

(Touch head and waist.)

I don’t make a sound.

(Index finger on lips.)

When the sun comes out

(Slowly melt to the ground.)

I’ll melt away.
But I’ll be back another day!

Snowman Soup – Fill a plastic zip bag with a package of instant hot chocolate with miniature marshmallows.  Tie on a candy cane with these directions:  “Here’s a little snowman soup – complete with stirring stick.  Add hot water, sip it slow, and it will warm you up real quick!”

Snow Dough – You can use any play dough recipe for snow dough.  Simply omit the food coloring and let the children knead in iridescent glitter to make it sparkle.  (My favorite dough is: 2 cups flour, 2 cup salt, 2 TB. cream of tartar, 2 TB. vegetable oil, and 2 cups water.  Mix ingredients together in a pan until smooth.  Cook over medium heat, stirring constantly until the mixture forms a ball and sticks to the spoon.  Cool and knead.  Store in airtight containers.)
Note!  Make sure children wash hands before and after playing with dough.
Snow Flakes – Let children fold coffee filters in half, then fourths and eighths.  Cut little “bites” out of the folded edges.  Open.  You can make colorful snowflakes by coloring the coffee filters with water soluble markers before cutting them.
Hint!  Make snowflakes out of newspaper, tissue paper, wrapping paper, and other types of recycled paper.
Ice Skating – Give each child 2 paper plates.  Demonstrate how to place these on the floor and put one foot on each plate.  Slide your feet as if skating.  Put on some waltz music and let the children skate, twist, and turn.  Play “freeze.”  When you stop the music children must “freeze” in their positions.  When the music begins again they may continue to skate.

Snow People – Instead of drawing snow “men,” encourage children to paint or draw snow ladies, snow children, snow pets, and other characters.

Sock Snowman  - You will need a white tube sock and some fiber fill for this project.  Children stuff 3 large handfuls of fiber fill into the toe of the sock to make the snowman’s body.  Tie off with yarn or string.  Stuff 2 large handfuls to make the middle section.  Tie off.  Stuff 1 large handful for the head and tie off at the top.  Invert the top of the sock and pull over the head for a hat.  Children can decorate with markers, felt scraps, etc.  Encourage them to name their snowman and tell a story about what they would do if it were real.

Snowman Addition – Draw snowmen on poster board similar to the one shown.  Laminate.  Children make sets (or write addends) in the top two balls and then put the sum in the bottom ball.

Icebergs  - Fill plastic containers with water.  Add food coloring and freeze.  Place these in your water table and tell the children they are icebergs.  Add walruses, polar bears, and other plastic arctic animals.

Science Experiment - Give each child a clear cup with an ice cube in it.  Ask them to draw a picture of what it looks like.  Have them predict how many minutes it will take their ice cube to melt.  Encourage them to draw what it looks like after five minute intervals.

Stand Up For Martin Luther King – 3rd Monday in January

(My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean)

Dr. King stood up for justice.

(Stand and sway
He stood up for equality, too.  

back and forth.)
Dr. King stood up for children.

He stood up for me and for you.

(Point to self and then others.)
So now we…

Stand up, stand up,



(March in place to the beat.)
Stand up for Martin Luther King.

Stand up, stand up,

Stand up for Dr. King.

Dr. King wanted all of America

(Sway back and forth.)
To be tolerant, fair, and free.

He stood up for what he believed in.

He stood up for you and for me.

(Point to self and the others.)
So now we…

Stand up, stand up,



(March in place.)
Stand up for Martin Luther King.

Stand up, stand up,

Stand  up for Dr. King.

Dr King taught us all to be dreamers
(Sway back and forth.)
So one day the world could begin

To judge people based on their character

And not on the color of their skin.

So now we…




(March in place.)
Stand up, stand up,

Stand up for Martin Luther King.

Stand up, stand up,

Stand  up for Dr. King.

MLK and KWL - Check out books from your school library on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   Put them in your class library and ask the children to see what they can find out about Dr. King.  Use a KWL chart to begin your discussion.  K – What do they already know about Dr. King?  W – What do they want to learn about him?  L – After reading books about Dr. King, add the new information the children have learned.

Heroes – Martin Luther King was a hero.  Make a list of other people that the children consider to be heroes.  What character traits does a hero have?  Ask children to write stories about what kind of hero they would like be when they grow up.
Acts of Kindness – Get a spiral notebook and write “Acts of Kindness” on it.  Encourage the children to record kind deeds their classmates do for them.  Read over the book at the end of each day to encourage more positive behavior.

Henry Box Brown – Henry Box Brown was born a slave and escaped in a box.  He’s such an interesting person that I know your children will enjoy learning more about him.  Brainstorm with your children how they could find out more about Henry Box Brown.  For example, you could look on the internet, go to the library, look in an encyclopedia, ask parents. etc. 

100 Days

(When Johnny Comes Marching Home)

We’ve been in school 100 days.  
(Children stand and march.)

Hoorah!  Hoorah!


(Fist in air as if cheering.)

We’ve worked and played 100 days.  

Hoorah!  Hoorah!

Zero is our Hero today.

Now let’s all count to celebrate!

We’ve been in school 100 days,

And it’s been great!

1, 2, 3,…..100!  


(Hold up fingers as you count.)

Hoorah!

Hint!  This would be a great song to practice counting in sign language.

$100 Book – Download the attached book.  Cut paper the size of the enlarged $100 bill and staple between the front and the back.  Let children make books about what they would do if they had $100.

Note!  I’ve been told that it is illegal to copy US money unless you enlarge or decrease the size and cross through the face.  (Hopefully, I wont go to jail for doing this!)

Cover Up – Make 2 copies of the 100 grid.  Cut up one set and put the numbers in a zip bag.  Children can play this game by themselves or with a partner.  Give them a 3 minute timer and challenge them to cover up as many spaces as they can in the time limit.  Have them record the amount and try to beat their score each time they play.
Hint!  Adapt this game for younger children by giving them a grid with 10 or 25 spaces.

Adaptations:  Use the grid for children to practice writing numbers as high as they can.  They could also use the grid for graphing or for making patterns.

Math Journal  - Each day have children make up number stories to equal the date.

Buzz – All children stand.  Go around the room and have each child say a number.  When they get to a set of ten they must say “buzz.”  If they don’t say “buzz” they are out of the game and must sit down.  The game continues until there is one person left or you reach 100.
Home page for February:  “Teachers who love teaching make children who love learning!”

The picture I’d like to use is one of teachers from a zip called “Thank you.”

The caption could be:

“Lucky me to get to present at the North Carolina Teacher’s Academy.  Jeff Barger and the INCREDIBLE teachers pictured shared so many great ideas with me!  Thank you!  When teachers are excited about new ideas and activities, then children will catch their JOY for learning!”

FEBRUARY, 2007
Give yourself a “smiley” face!

(
Point to your eyes as you make a clicking sound.

Draw a pretend smile on your face as you say “ching.”

I’ve got some great ideas that will make you smile this month!  There are  songs, games, books to download, art projects, and cooking ideas.  

You’ll also find patterns so your children can make a “Power Word Dictionary.”  Someone saw me demonstrate this in a seminar and suggested I put it on my website.  This might be just the thing you need this time of year to improve vocabulary, spelling, and writing.

“Power Word” Dictionary

Skills:

vocabulary; alphabetical order; writing; spelling

Materials:
pocket folder, copies of the attached letter pages

Directions:
Let each child decorate the outside of their pocket folder.



Prepare pages for their dictionary by running off the letter 

pages.  Hole punch and insert in the folder.  As you add new 

words to the word wall or have new spelling words, ask the 

children to write them in their dictionary.  Children could also 

add vocabulary words for a season, a unit of study, or personal 

words they want to learn.  Encourage children to refer to their 

dictionaries when they write independently.

Homework!
You can also use these dictionaries for interactive homework 

children can do with their parents.  Here are some suggestions:


*Have children make up sentences (oral or written) with the words.



*Ask children to illustrate words or find magazine pictures that 

match the words.

*Play “mystery word” where parents give clues about words.  

-Can you find a word that starts with /m/ and ends with /d/? 

- Can you find a word that is the opposite of “fast”? 
*Play the “rhyme” game.      

-Can you find a word that rhymes with “bike”?

-Can you find a word that rhymes with “log” and is a pet?



*How many one letter words can you find?  How many two letter 
words?  Three letter words?

*Ask children to clap out the syllables in words.

*Can they match up words in their dictionaries with words in 
their house or words in other books?

*Sort words that refer to people, things we do, describing words, etc.

*Have children find a word that starts with each letter in their name.

*Make up other activities that will reinforce skills you are
working on at school.

Groundhog Day – February 2nd

(Playmate)

February 2nd,


(Hold up 2 fingers.)
Is Groundhog Day.

Gather round his hole  

(Make circular motion.)

To hear what he’ll say.

(Place hand by ear.)

Will spring be early

Or late this year?

Watch and listen

To what you’ll hear.

If he sticks his head out

(Make a hole with one hand.)

On a sunny day


(Stick the index finger from the other hand

His shadow will frighten him
  up through the hole and wiggle.)

And he will say,

“I’ll go back in my hole

(Tuck finger in your fist.)

And go back to sleep.

You’ll have winter

For six more weeks.”

If he sticks his head out

(Make a hole with fist and stick up

On a cloudy day


 finger.)

He’s not frightened 

So he will say,


(Wiggle finger.)

“I think I’ll stay out

And the weather should clear.

Spring will be here

Early this year.”

Cup Puppet – Let children draw a groundhog or make copies of the one attached.  Staple to a straw.  Punch a hole in the bottom of a paper cup and insert the straw in the cup.  Raise and lower the groundhog as appropriate in the song. 

Sidewalk Shadows – Go outside on a sunny day and have children stand with their backs to the sun.  Let them make silly motions and play “Guess what I am?”  Give them chalk and let them trace around each other’s shadows.
Draw shadows at 10, 12, and 2 and compare.
Where’s the Groundhog? – Cut twenty 4” squares out of heavy paper.  Write high frequency words, math facts, letters, etc. on the cards.  Make a copy of the attached groundhog.  Have the children sit on the floor in a circle.  Mix up the cards and place them face up on the floor.  Identify the word (etc.) on each card as you place it down on the floor.  Tell the children to turn around.  Hide the groundhog under one of the squares.  Children turn back

around and try and guess where the groundhog is hiding.  One at a time children call out a word and then “peek” to see if the groundhog is under it.  The first child to find the groundhog gets to have a turn hiding it.  The game continues as children hide the groundhog and then try to discover his whereabouts.

Note!  Visit groundhog.org for some great activities.

Abraham Lincoln  

(Pop Goes the Weasel) 

Abraham Lincoln, past President,
(Point to a picture of Lincoln.)

Loved and honored by many.

To help us remember this famous man,

We put his face on a penny.

Hold a penny in your hand


(Hold up a penny.)

And his face you’ll see.

He always tried to tell the truth.

He’s Honest Abe to me.

Log Cabin Snack – Give children pretzel twist sticks and a spoonful of peanut butter or cream cheese.  Children try to build a log cabin by stacking the pretzels with the peanut butter.

Penny Inspection – Let children look at pennies with a magnifying glass.

Rubbings – Make rubbings of pennies.

Penny, Penny – Three children leave the classroom.  The other children cup their hands as if holding a penny.  The teacher hides the penny in one child’s hand.  When the three children return to the room, they walk around the room and open their friends’ hands.  The first one to find the penny gets to choose 3 new friends to leave the room and she gets to hide the penny.

Time Line – Give children a sentence strip.  At the left write the year they were born.  Write each additional year up until the present.  Children take the time line home and try to find a penny with each year’s date.

Hint!  Explain that’s it’s O.K. if they don’t find all of them.

Bringing Home a Valentine

(Baby Bumblebee)

I’m bringing home a valentine for you,

(Cup hands and move them to  

One that says, “I love you.”


the beat in front of your body.)

I’m bringing home a valentine for you
With a great big hug, and a (kiss) (kiss), too!    (Hug self and then kiss  
              in the air.)

Softer….hum

Valentine for Parents - Let each child take off one shoe and trace around her foot on white paper.  Cut it out.  Give each child 5 small pieces of red tissue paper to wad up and glue at the end of each toe for toenails.  Write “I love you from my head down to my toes” on the foot.

Will You Be My Valentine?

(Do You Know the Muffin Man?)

Will you be my Valentine, 


(Point to various friends.)

Valentine, Valentine?

Will you be my Valentine?

I’ll be yours if you’ll be mine!

(Point to self and then a friend.)

Some are red, some are blue,

(Hold up fingers.)

Some have lace and ribbons, too.

Some are funny, some are not.

(Smile and then shake head “no.”)

I like the candy ones a lot.

Will you be…(repeat)

Chocolate Play Dough – Make play dough using your favorite recipe.  Omit the food coloring and let the children knead the dough in cocoa.  It will look and smell like chocolate.  Purchase a box of valentine candies and remove/eat the candies.  Children can roll up the dough and put them in the paper containers.

Chocolate Peanut Butter Dough – Mix 1 cup smooth peanut butter, 1 cup chocolate icing, and one cup instant milk in a bowl.  Give each child a heaping spoonful.  Let them mold chocolates and wrap them up in plastic wrap.  This makes a special gift for their parents.

Valentine Sandwich – You will need a heart shaped cookie cutter, bread, cream cheese, and red food coloring to make this sandwich.  Mix the cream cheese with red food coloring until it is pink.  Cut a heart out of the bread with the cookie cutter.  Spread on the cream cheese.  

Conversation Hearts – Conversation hearts are good to sort, count, read, and eat!  Estimate how many will be in a bag, then count.  Graph the ones that are the same.  Make a game by cutting paper hearts out of construction paper.  Write like phrases found on candy hearts (such as “Kiss Me, “Cool One,”  “WOW!”  “Cutie Pie”) on two of the hearts.  Children can visually match up the ones that go together, or they can play a concentration game with them.

Love Is…  Do a language experience chart where each child completes the sentence, “Love is…”  You could also make a class book where each child completes the sentence “Love is…” and draws things that she loves.

Valentines to Make Children Smile – There is a website called childsmile.com.  You can get the names and addresses of children who are very ill.  Invite your class to make valentines to make the children who are ill feel better.

Predictable Books – Have children make blank books using one of these titles:   Love is…  I love…  Happiness is…  A friend is…  My favorite things to love…  Things I love from A to Z. 
Heart Critters – Give children several choices of hearts in different colors.  Children glue them on a sheet of paper and add details with markers to make imaginary critters.  Ask them to think of a name for their critter.

Mouse Bookmark – Cut a heart about the size of a child’s hand from red construction paper.  Fold in half.  Open.  Tape a 6” piece of string in the middle.  Glue closed.  Draw a nose, whiskers, and ears on the heart as shown to make it look like a mouse.  Use for a bookmark.

Presidents’ Day – 3rd Monday in February

(Hail to the Chief!)

On Presidents’ Day we remember all the leaders
(Children stand and 
In our nation’s history.




march as you sing this 
Washington, Adams, Jefferson and Lincoln—        
song.)
We stand and salute our Commanders-in-Chief!
(Salute.)

In the great White House

In Washington, D.C.,
They have worked to keep our nation strong.

From seventeen eighty nine till today,
We celebrate all our Commanders-in-Chief!

Letters – Have children write letters to the President.  Don’t be surprised when you get an answer!

whitehouse.gov/kids/ – This is a great website to learn more about past Presidents, take a tour of the White House, find games, etc.

If I Were the President I Would… Let each child write a story or draw a picture about what she would do if she were President.  Put them together to make a class book.  Download the attached page for the cover of your book.  
March Home Page Caption:

“Creating golden childhood memories.”

Picture from Judith Slinker called “Tea Party”.  (The one of the boys with the black mustaches.)

“Imagination and creativity are alive and well in Judith Slinker’s classroom at Barbour County Primary in Clayton, Alabama!  Judith said there was a feather boa in the dramatic play center that started falling apart.  The boys decided to put it under their noses so they could have a mustache.  Since they wouldn’t stay on very well, they came up with the idea of taping them.  All was well until they had to eat lunch!”

MARCH, 2007

I journeyed to the rainbow’s end.

And found not gold, but teacher friends!
I wish I had some gold to give you, but how about some great ideas instead?

St Patrick’s Day!  March 17th

(Sweet Molly Malone)

On the 17th of March

(Point heels on opposite feet as if

About when spring starts

doing a jig.)

The lassies and leprechauns 

Come out to play.

We’ll find four-leafed clovers
(Hold up 4 fingers.)

And wear green all over,

(Move hands over clothing.)

And that’s how we’ll celebrate
(Put hand in the air as if cheering.)

St. Patrick’s Day!

The legends of old

Say there’re pots of gold

(Extend arms in a circle.)

A’ sparkling and shining

(Open and close fingers to make sparkles.)

At each rainbow’s end.

The leprechauns know

(Point to brain.)

Right where to go,
So if you see a leprechaun
(Hand over eyes as if searching for

Make him your friend!

a leprechaun.)

On the 17th of March




About when spring starts

The lassies and leprechauns 

Come out to play.

We’ll find four-leafed clovers

And wear green all over,
And that’s how we’ll celebrate

St. Patrick’s Day!

Hunting for Gold - Spray paint pebbles or rocks gold.  (Spread out on newspaper.  Spray with gold paint.  Dry.  Shake.  Spray the other side with gold paint.  Dry.  Shake.  Spray a third time.)  Hide the pebbles on the playground before children arrive at school.  Tell the children a leprechaun hid some gold for them.  What fun they will have hunting for the gold nuggets!
Hint!  An empty film canister would make a good container for storing their gold.
What If?  Have children write stories (or draw pictures and dictate) what they would do if they found a pot of gold.

Leprechaun Mischief – While the children are at lunch or on the playground, turn over a few chairs, put books on the floor, and mess up the classroom.  Sprinkle a little green glitter around.  Have the children write stories about what they think happened.

Catch a Leprechaun - Challenge children to design “traps” to catch a leprechaun in the block center.  Give children an empty sack out on the playground and see who can catch a leprechaun.

Green Snack – Eat foods that are green like celery, broccoli, lime jello, snap peas, etc. Or use green food coloring to dye cream cheese, milk, yogurt or other snacks.

Leprechaun Lunch – Purchase miniature peanut butter crackers (Ritz), cookies (Chips Ahoy), and other mini-foods.  Serve these on dessert plates with napkins cut in fourths.  Milk or juice in medicine cups makes this a perfect snack for “wee folks.”
Field Trip - Take a field trip (on the internet) to Ireland.  Find Ireland on the globe.  How could you get there?  Could you go in a car?  Why or why not?

Five Little Kites

One, two, three, four, five little kites

(Hold up fingers as you count.)

Flying up in the sky




(Fly fingers in the air.)

Said “hi” to the clouds as they passed by,
(Pretend to wave to clouds.)

Said  “hi” to the birds, said “hi” to the sun,
(Wave to birds and sun.)

Said “hi” to the airplanes, oh what fun.

(Wave to a plane.)

Then “swish” went the wind, 


(Move hand down in a  

And they all took a dive:       


swooping motion.)

One, two, three, four, five.


(Hold up fingers








one at a time and count.)

Paper Plate Kite - Cut the inner section out of a paper plate.  Decorate the rim with markers.  Glue tissue paper streamers to one side.  Punch a hole and tie a piece of string on the other side.  Go outside and run to make your kite fly.

Kite Experiments – Let children make kites out of lunch sacks, plastic bags, and other materials.  Have them predict which one will fly best.  Experiment to see which one is best.  Why did some work better than others?

Kite Tales – Ask each child to write a story about what it would be like to be a kite.  What could you see?  What could you hear?  How would you feel?  What would you do?

Lion or Lamb?  Explain the quote, “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.”  Every day ask children what kind of day it is, and then let them color a “lion” or a “lamb” on the calendar. 
Birdies

Way up in the sky


(Put hands in arm pits and flap arms

The big birdies fly.


like a bird.)

Way down in the nest

(Make a nest by cupping hands.)

The little birds rest.

With a wing on the left, 

(Wiggle left arm like a wing.)

And a wing on the right,

(Wiggle right arm like a wing.)

The little birds sleep

(Put head down on palms as if sleeping.)
All through the night.

SHHHHHH!



(Put finger over lips.)

DON’T WAKE UP THE BIRDIES!

Then up comes the sun.

(Put arms over your head.)

The dew falls away.

(Bring down palms.)

Good morning!  Good morning!
(Put open palms around your head.)

The little birds say.

Sing and Act -  Let children dramatize this song.  Choose one child to be the mother or father bird.  Let the other children be the baby birds.

Paper Plate Birds and Nests - Let children make birds or nests out of paper plates similar to the ones in the picture.

Bird Nest Snack - Give each child a Rice Crispie treat to mold into a nest.  Put a few jelly beans in the nest and place a marshmallow “peep” on top.

Flip Book – Make a flip book of “What’s in the Egg?”  Fold a sheet of paper in half lengthwise, then fourths and eighths.  Open and cut the crease to the middle fold.  Fold in half to make 4 little flaps.  Children draw 4 eggs on the front of each flap.  Open the flaps and challenge children to draw 4 different things that might come from an egg.  When they hold this book up to the light, they will see their little critters inside the egg.
Lunch Sack Nest – Open a paper lunch sack and roll out and down until you reach the bottom and it looks like a nest.  Children can roll play dough eggs for the nest, or they can make a paper bird for the nest.
